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REVEREND Sis; | 
OUR great Zeal having now 
placed you in the Front of 4 
2% Controverſy, into which you 

We firſt came only as a Second; you 

. RS cannot be much ſurpriz d to find 
ſome forward Auxiliaries alſo on the other 
ide of the Queſtion, who will preſs in for 
"Four Attention. And it is likewiſe expected, 
That your widening ſome Points in debate, 
in your preſent Vindication of the Corporation 
nd Teſt-Atts, in * to the Biſbop of Ban- 
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gor's Reaſons for the Repeal of them; ſo as par- 
ticularly to affect the Intereſts of a great Bo- 


dy of tle Kingdom, and, as it is conceive 


* 


too, the general Good: it is, I ſay, expecte 


that you Thould re-examine and duly weigh, * 
what ſo highly concerns the very Eſſentials 


of Religion, and the Intereſts of Civil Com- 
munity. And this, Sir, is the more impor- 
tunately preſs'd upon you to re-conſider, be- 


cauſe it is preſumed, upon too juſt grounds, 
that your Eagerneſs at any Advantage a- 


you into a Purſui 
much further than 


gainſt his Part of Barger, has hurry'd 


due Regard to Truth, an 


the Honour of that Religion, in whoſe Mi- 
niſtry you bear ſo conſidèrable a Character: 


for to © is Ur ole much | T , a 
+ bl Lo ich 00 fell 4 


ſeems neteſſaxy, than that 1 


glows through your late Performance. My 


Lord of Bangor has not only, it ſeems, drawn 


out a | ag con! — your x nn gy rt hin- 
ſe oneſtly diſclai in un e Au- 

eg a e ag the Regions 
ahd Civil Righis of ae bur has alle 1 
brought down your Indignation upon many, | 
rhonſapds of Chriſtians 20d Bnglhmen', | 
whom you take pains to exclude bern How 


sie Commmpnon, and + 
their County, 


Tbere 8 
ſome pa rts of. your Vindica gon, to 


without publick Aqurgadyertgn ; 
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of this particular Point, 


2 to the End propolga by the 
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re to.dp juſtice to themfelyes, 
you wc therefore cxpett- 


1 55 


trou with 00h 12 here, but upon 

. t ſing oint af he Te, 
05 ws a8 f to be i the Deſign. of the: 
1 s Sermon lefore the King, to 


aking way for the ge] of the Tef- 

ny 5 . you 1 8 your Endeayours 
4 os Oe fer in 4 clear light, and convince 

Lech e of th © Reafonablenels 5 e . 

e nl 1nd it. For which p pple 1 
ited ſeveral Paſlages from, the © 
W e e s Wrifings, hee LE: 


SOR fs. | ee K. 
2 At 150 5 it its 55 and natural 
”, to 4 Purpoſe againit its own * = 


Or aa; Ber, . 


baſing it into 4 Politica t Tagh, 0 an 1 


State. : cau Lordihi 

nion, that the Acts . 4 dee 

Occaſion of _proſtizoring : a Divine Inſtitution, 
ou have t bought roper, in yindication of 

Fot Ghee eaſons for a con- 

daun oY gs > Which you, open in this 


ner: 
© Had the Queſtion ae e to the Tek 
6 Wh argued upon. Po Reaſons only, I 
c * ſhould not have bay a Party to the. Dif 
ute; but when Concern. tor Religion was 
brought i in, and ſecular Vigws were carry'd 
* 75. under the appearance of Zeal, to, pre- 
vent Abus in the ſolemn War 7 
Chri- 
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* Chriſtians; and when the Biſhop of Bango# 
© had calld upon me in particular to ſpeak 
© to this Point; which he ſuppoſed I could 
not do, conſiſtently with renouncing all 
© Pretences to Perſecution : I thought I might 
* without offence endeavour to juſtify the 
* Legiſlature, againſt rhe heavy Charge of 
turning aſide 4 ſacred Inſtitution of the Goſ- 
« pel, from its original and natural Deſign, to 4 
© Parpoſe againſt its own Mature, and contrary 
© to the End propoſed by the Ordainer bimſelf. 

Could this Charge be made good, no 
6 Chriſtian would want any other reaſon to 
© be given for the Repeal of the Teſt-AR. 
© The Law which introduces an Abuſe of Re- 
6 ligion, which perverts a Sacred Inſtitation of 
© the Goſpel, can be no Seturity to the Church; 
and therefore the Friends of the Charch 
© ought to be the foremoſt, in ſuch Circum- 
© ſtances, to part with it.“ 

Here'your Concern for the Honour of the 
Legiſlature is very conſpicuous ; but whe- 
ther your Compliment to that Authority is 
not at the expence of your Religion, every 
one has it before him to conſider, But the 
better to judge how this 5 is made 
good, it may be neceſſary to attend to your 


* The Laws relating to this Subject have 
not been diſtinctly conſider'd by the Wri- 
* ters in this Controverſy about the Teſt, 
They ſeem to argue merely upon popular 

« Miſtakes ; 
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« Miſtakes; and do (as it ſerves their purpoſe 
4 beſt) ſometimes call the Sacrament the Te#, 
and ſometimes the Qualification for an Office; 
6 whereas it cannot be both, becauſe there is 
© real Diſtinction between the Teſt, and 
© the thing to be teſtified by it: it is there» 
© fore, neceſſary to ſhew the true Deſign and 
Intent of the Legiſlature in requiring the 
Sacrament al Teſt.“ 
And to ſhew the Senſe of the Legillative 
Power herein, you cite ſome Paſſages from 
Statutes relating thereunto, and then go on. 
FTpheſe Acts then being made for the Se- 
© curity of the Church as by Law eſtabliſh'd; 
© 3, . for the Security of the Eccleſiaſtical 
+ Conſtitution of the Realm; the Intention 
© plainly was to keep Non-conformiſts of 
* all ſorts (whoſe Principles and Affection to 
© their own Ways, cannot but lead them ta 
© uſe any Power, put into their own hand 
© to the Br of the eſtabliſh'd Church, from 
© which they haye ſeparated). our of Qffices 
Civil and Military, and out of the Govern- 
© ment and Direction of Corporations. To 
© the end that the Succeſſion in ſuch Corporations 
© may be moſt probably perpetuated in the hands of 
6 her well-affetted' to his Majeſty and the efta-, 
© bliſhed Government *, and for Preſervation of 
the pablick Peace both in Church and State to 
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e Viſible Cotmmuition wie ay Chih of 
Society of Chir iſt ians, is the beß proof ellat 
© Man can give to Man of his being d Wal: 
© Fiſher to the Conffitution of ſuch Chiztch 
+ &f Society. But then ones or twice Soi bg 
{to Church, will not amount to fuch p 

E being well known; tHe many Who Ale 
the ConfMiturion of our Church, can perthit 
© themſelves to be preſent nod ant cken at 
© part or at all of the common Service. An 
„ in all things of this nature, 1 * irn 
to ſettle tlie preciſe number of pafęicdtat 
As which conſtitute or denote 1 Habit; 
cin this caſe therefore the Legiſlature: coun 
d riot ſay how often goin to Church made a 
Churchman; o had they named 4 Brent 
number of ſuch Acts, as che Felt require 
2 it muſt Have been very hürd, algo rs 
ible, 4 the Perſons conte fd to g a 
Proo Nn 
e Ahe only chung cen cht pethath6d; was 
6 to: conſidet 5 whit particular Act of Chub ch- 
Commumion would be the moſt 17 wel 
Evidence thut 4 Man was incerely well 
affected to the eſtabliſd CHurch. 

In this view; the Sacrament᷑ of ihe 1008's ; 
e Supper naturally offer'd it ſelf; tis rflat 


« part of Religious Worfhip; whith) MB 18 


« nerality of Chriltians perform Wir 
« greatelt Devotion, and to which t k 
* themſelves moſt obliged to approach. with 
6 Sinceriry and U — 0 Heart. # 
this 
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this it may be added, that as a Diſtintion 
was intended to be made between thoſe 
© who approved, and thoſe who did not ap- 
prove the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of theſe 
Kingdoms; ſo it was well known that the 
latter had as ſtrong Prejudices againit the 
V/age of the Church in the Celebration of 


c 


A a a «a 


> © the Sacrament, as againſt any other V/age 


© of it whatever, and yet were ſuppoſed to 
* have the ſame aweful Reverence for the In- 
« ſtitution it ſelf; ſo that it was reaſonably 


« preſumed that no Diſſenter, of any ſort, 


© would eaſily be led to ſuch, an Act of In- 


3 © ſincerity, as receiving the Sacrament in a 
Manner condemned by himſelf.” 
| . Hence you think fit to draw theſe two 


Obſervations : 3 
1. That barely receiving the Sacrament 
(as the Biſhop and ſome! others ſuppoſe) is 
not the Teſt required by the Act: every 
Man, as a Chriſtian, is ſuppoſed to receive 
it ſomewhere; and therefore barely re- 
ceiving the Sacrament could be no Teſt of 
any Man's Affection to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution of this Kingdom. But the 
Teſt lies chiefly upon theſe words, according 
to the Uſage and Rites of the Church of Eng- 
land: And it was ſuppoſed, that no Man 
would in ſuch manner receive it, but a Mem- 
ber of the Church of England. 
\* 2. That receiving the Sacrament, accor- 
, 4 
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is not the Qualification for an Office, within 
the Intent of the Act, but only the proof of 

fuch Qualification: The Qualification re- 
juired is, That the Perfon——be well af- 

Fed to the Eccleſiaſtical State and Conſti- 
rution of theſe Realms; and the receiving 
the Sacra ment according tothe Rites of the 
eſtabliſh'd Church, is the Proof or Teſt re- 
quired that he is ſo.” 
The Intention of the Legiſlature by thoſe 
Acts, was plain enough to keep all Diſſenters 
from the National Communion out of Civil 
Employ ; and the Means provided, were, 
without doubt, effectual enough to that End: 
but to make way for a ſubſequent Argument, 
which is your main Aim, herein you grie- 
voully mi{-lead us in our Apprehenſions, and 
right Meaning of a Sacrament and a Te. To 
Which if be added what you advance, p. 69. 
I ſhall have all that is neceſſary to ſhew the 
Tenour of your Arguments both deſtructive 
to the Eſſentials of à poſitive Inſtitution, and 
injurious to civil Privileges. 

* The word Civil added to Ten, does not 
< denote any thing that belongs to the Teff it 
© ſelf, or that enters into the nature of it; but 
ſignifies merely the End for which 'tis re- 


a a” ar >. 
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'« quired, or the Uſe that is made of it. The 


© Sacramental Teſt is call'd a Civil Teſt, not 
* becauſe the Act of receiving becomes a Civil 


"© or Political Act, by being made a Teſt, but 
* only becauſe the Exd for which. it is made a 


a Test, \ a 
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( FTeſt, relates to the Civil State, and the V/e 
made of the Teſt is Political, reſpecting the 
* © Government. So that in the Sacramental 
© Teſt there is nothing Civil or Political, but 
© as it is apply'd by the Government : on the 
bp part of the Receiver it continues to be a 
Religious Act, without any mixture of Po- 

15 lick in virtue of the Law; when it is 
brought before the Government, they con- 
# © ſider the A4# of receiving according to the 
* Uſage of the eſtabliſb d Gharch, only as im- 


1. plying the Qualification which the State re- 


* © quires in all Perſons, who ſhall be in Office, 
* * &c. In this ſenſe then Religion is made 4 
Civil Teſt, that the Magiſtrate is enabled 

from thence to draw a Conſequence, which 

* he applies to Civil Affairs. 

A great deal more might be drawn toge- 
ther from this Performance, to ſhew the 
great Difficulties you are frequently put to, 
in leading your Readers into a falſe View; 
and which might adminiſter occaſion of Plea- 
ſantry to thoſe who have any Reliſh that 
way: but that Task is left to thoſe who have 
ſome right to make repriſals upon you, in 

7 critical Niceties, and Diſtinct ions where the 

Subject is explain'd quite out of ſight. All 

that I ſhall take upon me to obſerve, is, 

that the Sum of your Argumentation reſts 
here, That the Holy Sacrament, as the Inſtitution 
of our Saviour, is not made 4 Teft of Qualifics- 
tian to 4 Civil Employ * that it is, Rece/ving 

| 2 | it 


(12) 
it after the Manner and Uſage of the Church of 
England: infomuch that the Receiver may 
have nothing in his view, but what is of a 
Religious Regard, whilſt the Law-maker looks 
upon him as giving a Teſt of Qualification for a 
Place of ſo much per annum; for © this, you 
* fay, is ſo clearly the Caſe, that a Man may 
receive the Sacrament, ſo as to give proof 
© of the Qualification made neceſſary by the 
Corporation-Act, without knowing, or even 
ſuſpecting that he was then giving a Teſt 
required by Law. 5 


But pray, Mr. Dean, can you really per- 


ſuade your ſelf into a Belief that this is ever 
the Caſe of any one Communicant, who is 
enough under the Notice of the Govern- 
ment, as to have Regard to his Conformity 
in this reſpect? This Teft having been a Year 
before Preterment to a Place, and therefore 
very probably not in the Expectation of the 
Communicant of any Civil Advantages when 
comply'd with, can be the Caſe but of very 
few; and no ways extenuates what may be 
criminal in a Compliance upon ſecular Mo- 
tives, which theſe Laws are continually the 
occaſion of, from many - thouſands. Does 
Truth ever want ſuch Shifts in irs defence ? 
But this way only had you, to evade the 
Force of his Lordi{hip of Bangor's Arguments; 
and to this purpoſe alfo you give up a Point 
much in diſpute, by ſome who pretend to be 
great Advocates for Chriſtianity, — 
1 eng 


a «+z i co, %;, e orS 


SW — We 2 * 2 9 2 2 2 3 9 * 3 * =» 


ah I Iv" 


—_— — ——_ WS LM 


(114): 


the Validity of Adminiſtration amongſt thoſe 
not in the eſtabliſhd Communion ; by ſaying, 


4 Every Man, as a Chriſtian, is ſuppoſed to receive 


it (the Sacrament) ſomewhere, and therefore bare- 


4 y receiving the Sacrament could be no Teſt of any 


Man's Affection to the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution 


1 of this Ringdom. 


The Teſt, you ſay, lies chiefly apon theſe words, 


1 according to the Uſage and Rites of the 


Church of England ; as it i ſuppoſed that no 
Man would ſo receive it, but a Member of the 
Church of England : And yet in the very 
ſubſequent Paragraph, that Receiving the Sa- 
crament, according to the Uſage of the Church 

of England, is not the Qualification for an Office, 


i bat only the Proof of ſuch Qualification ; the Qua- 


lification required, being well-affetFed to the Eccle- 
ſraſtical State of theſe Realms. So that the 
Qualification for an Office is not receiving 
the Sacrament, becauſe many receive the Sa- 
crament who are not qualify'd; but the re- 
—_ it according to the Rites and Uſage of the 
Church of England. But then again that is 


| | not the Qaalification, but only the Proof of it; 


becauſe being well- affected to the Eccleſiaſtical 
State of the Realm, is the Qualification. Such 

is the Fatality of being obſtinate in Error ! 
However, thus far we become Maſters of 
the Controverſy : My Lord of Bangor affirms, 
That making the | Holy Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper 4 Civil Tet, 1 a Proſtitution of that Or- 
ainance, and debaſing it into 4 Political Tool, and 
an 


(14) 
an Engine of State; to which you reply, That 
the Sacrament is not ſo proſtituted, becauſe that 
is not made the Civil Ten, but the receiving it 
after the Manner and Uſage, &c. But this Re- 
fuge, it's conceived, cannot juſtify you, for 
theſe Reaſons : 

1. Becauſe the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's 
Sapper is a poſutive Inſtitut ion, for the Celebra- 
tion, &c. This is too well known to your 
ſelf, and the Conditions neceſſarily ariſing 
therefrom, to need any Remembrances about 
it; but becauſe, for the ſake of an inconclu- 
ſive Argument, you have artfully drawa off 
1 your Readers Attention hereunto, it may be 
1 convenient to inform them, that a poftive 
" Command or Inftitution has its Force only from 
the Authority of the Law-giver ; ſo that what+ 
ſoever is enjoin'd therein, is neceſſarily, and 
to a tittle to be comply'd with, withour y 
variation, becauſe the Compliance therewi 
is an Acknowledgment of ſuch Authority in 
the Iuſtitutor, and a Teſtimony of Subject ion 
thereunto, before the World. Thus in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, all that is con- 
cern'd in the Circumſtances, is in it ſelf of no 
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Chriſt, in commemoration of his Death and 
Sufferings, in compliance with our Saviour's 
Command for that end, determines it to be 

4 


moment; as eating Bread and drinking Wine 
are indifferent Actions in themſelves: but te 
doing this in Communion with an Aſſembl 
ul - a ; A 
0 or Congregation of the ſame Faith in Jeſus i} 
i 3 
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4 Holy Writ, there is nothing eſſential hereunto, 
by the Command of the Inftitutor, but eating 


(434 3 


L a religious Act; becauſe it is a profeſ@d Ac- 
a own 


ment of our Saviour's Authority, 
and our Belief in him. 

2. Becauſe n haman Authority can make any 
Circumftance of Celebration eſſential therewnto, 


1 which is not made ſo by the Law-giver. In the 


Inſftirution, as far as we can know of it from 


Bread, and drinking Wine : tor there is nothing 
concerning the Manner in which it is to be 
done, enjoin'd in the Precept; that being 


3 only As oft as you ao this, i. e. as oft as you 
cat Bread and drink Wine in Communion 
together upon a religious account, 40 it in 
Remembrance of me. So that the Manner and 


"Uſage of ſo doing, is not at all preſcribed in 
the Inſtitution, but plainly left to the Deter- 
-mination of the Communicant ; which muſt 
moſt naturally be ſuppoſed to be according to 
the uſual Cuſtoms and Ways of eating and 
drinking upon ordinary Occaſions. Whoſo- 
ever therefore does by mere human Authority 
add hereunto, beſides What was enjoin'd by 
the Inſtitutor, in the moſt ſtrict ſenſe has 
that Denunciation ſtand in force againſt him 
where it is pronounced, That f am Man 
add unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto bum al 
the Plagues that are written in this Book ; Rev. 

22.18, ASL BF 7 
What is uſually pleaded, for a Right in 
every Religious Community to W for 
them 
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themſelves Ceremonies and Circumſtantials 
of Worſhip, for Decency and Order, cannot 
be admitted of as ſufficient for making any 
thing of human Authority eſſential to the 
Celebration of a Poſitive Inſtitation ; for eve- 
ry thing concern'd therein is of no force, 
becauſe in it ſelf indifferent, but as it receives 
its Authority and Sanction from its being the 1 
Pleaſure and Command of the. Law-giver or 
Inſtitutor. The outward Relation and Cir- 
cumſtances of Praying, Singing Pſalms, and 
other Acts of Devotion, are determinable at 
pleaſure, becauſe they are not eſſential to 
Praying or Singing; but to make any thing 
neceſſary, by a human Authority, to the Ce- 
lebration of a Sacrament, which is not made 
ſo by the Inſtitutor of that Sacrament, is al. 
tering the Inſtitution it ſelf, and putting a 
human Power upon an equality with what is 
divine: becauſe nothing but the Authority of 
Jeſus Chriſt gives to a Collection of Actions, | 
indifferent in themſelves, ſo circumſtanced, 
the Virtue of being the Celebration of a Sa- 
grammes” 4 ou ah tet. | 

. [Your Vſage therefore ef the Church of Eng- i 
land, which you take refuge in, for the Juſti- # 
fication of the Corporation and Teſt-Afs, and = 
to evade the Charge of proſtituting a divine 
Inſtitution to ſecular Ends, is ſo far from be- 
ing properly and juſtly made a Teſt of Civil! 
Qualification,” that ' it wants 17 Apolo;k +: 
gies for being made a Term o * 1 
11491 | 7 than 
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than any one upon Earth can make for it. 
For no human Power can bar the Members 
of Chriſt's Church from ſuch a Communion, as 
celebrates the great Purchaſe made by his 
Death and Sufferings, by making indifferent 
Actions eſſential thereunto, which Jeſus Chris 
has not made 1o : for it cannot too often be 
repeated, that it is of the very Eſſence of the 
Sacrament it ſelf; that it is doing ſuch things, 
in themſelves indifferent, for ſuch an End ; 
and therefore to make any other things ne- 
ceſſary thereunto, beſides what Jeſus Chriſt 
has made fo, is arrogating the ſame Autho- 
rity, and altering the Inſtitution it felf. And 


therefore, Sir, before you expect your Con- 
cluſions to be of any great weight, that the 


Manner of receiving the Sacrament is a juſti- 


fiable Teſt of Qualification for Civil Em- 


ploys, it lies hard upon you to vindicate a 


Right in any Chriſtian Community, to make 
ſuch indifferent things neceſſary thereunto, 


or impoſe a particular Manner of receiving 
it as a Term of Communion. 

But yet a little further, Mr. Dean, muſt I 
inſiſt upon your Patience in this matter: be- 
cauſe it may generally have been talk*d up 
into Terms and Expreſſions almoſt above the 
Capacity of ordinary People, pray give leave 
for trying it in the moſt ſimple manner of 
Expreſſion, that our Language will bear. 

Jeſus Chriſt, by his ſole Authority as Law- 
giver, has enjoin'dit upon all who have Faith 

C in 


* 


11 


in him, when they meet together profeſſedly 
upon a religious account, and eat Bread and 
arink Wine, that they do it in remembrance, &c. 
by virtue of which, that becomes an Act » 
Devotion; and conſiſts in Circumſtances ſo 
ſimple and indifferent in themſelves, that this 
likewiſe too was the moſt probable Act of De- 
dot ion that all his Followers might intirely 
agree in their Compliance with, ſo as occa- 
ſionally upon all opportunities to unite in, for 
the frequent recognizing their common Faith 
in him, and ſtrengthening one another in that 
Fundamental Principle which denominated 


them to be Chriſtians, For the Prevalency of 


private Opinions, in things indifferent in them- 
ſelves, very early diſcover'd it ſelf amongſt the 
Followers of our Saviour, and greatly diſturb'd 
and prejudiced the Chriſtian Intereſt in ge- 


neral. It ſeems therefore to be the Reſult of 


no leſs than divine Wiſdom, to leave that 
Teſtimony or Act of Devotion, neceſſary for the 
frequent Remembrance of the great Founder 
of our Religion as Chriſtians, and for a com- 
mon Tye of Charity and Brotherly Love a- 
mongſt one another; to leave this, I ſay, cir- 
cumſtanced ſo plain and ſimple, that it ſhould 
be impoſſible for any Diſſenſion about it. So 
that however the Followers of that one Head 
might, from human Frailties, frequently be 
drawn into little Differences and Peeviſhneſſes 
in their private Opinions; from the very 
Manner of this Inſtitution, it is manifeſtly 

intended 
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intended as a ready Expedient to unite ſuch 
again in their common Faith, and by remind- 
ing them of the Example of our Saviour, re- 
freſh and keep alive ſuch Motives of Love 
and Good-will to each other, as has been de- 


4 clared by Chri# himſelf to be the greateſt Evi- 


dence of a true Belief in him. | 

For this wiſe End nothing enters into the 
Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, which can poſſibly 
be matter of Miſunderſtanding, or Diſſenſion 
among(t his Followers: ſhall then any Com- 
munity pretending. to be Chriftians, under 
what Denomination ſoever, arrogate to them- 
ſelves a Power of altering this Inſtitution, by 
making ſome other things neceſſary thereunto, 
which Jeſus Chriſt did not? Becauſe, by the 
Command of Jeſas Chriſt, eating Bread and 
drinking Wine is made a religious Act, frequent- 
ly to be repeated by every Chriſtian, for the 
Purpoſes already mention'd ; ſhall any human 
Power come and fay, That ſhall not be fo, 
unleſs likewiſe the Circumſtance of Kneeling, 
Sitting, or any other indifferent Poſtare or Ac- 
tion be obſerv'd in its Celebration? For, as 
before taken notice, the whole is concern'd 
about things in themſelves indifferent, and be- 
comes an Act of Devotion from the Authority 
of the Inſtitutor; whereby an indifferent thing, 
by the ſole Injunction of a proper Authority, 
ſo circumſtanced, becomes eſſential to the In- 


ſtitution; but no other indifferent thing, not en- 


join'd by the ſame Authority, can be made 
371 | C 2 ſo. 
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ſo. Therefore the Kyeeling, or any other 
Poflare or Action, expreſſing Decency, may 
be indifferently uſed according to Cuſtoms of 
Places, and at the Communicants choice; 
but to make that, or am thing elſe, fo neceſ- 
ſary thereunto, as not to ſuffer the other to 
be comply*d with, without a Compliance too 
with that, is grafting a human Invention upon 


a divine Inſtitution, and perverting the very 


End and Purpoſe of Chriſt's Ordinance. 
Order and Decency, in As 


cultivate and encourage; and a ſincere pious 


Mind ſeldom wants very particular Inſtruc- 


tions herein. Poſtures and Habits of the 
Body eaſily obey the Impreſſions of an affec- 
tionate Mind ;.and a Perſon in a full Senſe of 
his Duty in Worſhip, will never want his 
Limbs and Poſtures directed into any particu- 
lar Forms by an authoritative Act. But how 
much ſoever Direction and Advice may be 
wanting in this reſpect, yet where a Power 
claims a Right to impoſe it, and makes it a ne- 
ceſſary Condition of Celebration, it is to all 


intents and purpoſes uſurping the Authority 


of Chrift : for that alone can make an indiffe- 
rent Action an Action of Devotion, becauſe it 
becomes an Aion of Devotion, by its being 


done with ſuch particular Regard, in obe- 


dience to his Command, Where therefore 4 


humans Authority enjoins the Obſervance of 


{ſomewhat indifferent in a religious Attion, as 
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are certainly the Duty of every Chriſtian to 
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= neceſſary, a Compliance thereunto is ac- 


2 knowledging the ſame Virtue in a human 
Precept, as in that which is divine; becauſe 
tbe Obſervance of what is indifferent, upon 
the Authority of a politive Inſtitution, is of 
the very Eſſence of making that Obſervance 
an Action of Devotion, as it is an Acknow- 
ledgment of Chriſt', Legiſlative Authority, and 
the doing it without that Regard would 
X make it ceaſe to be an A of Religion. 80 
that the indifferent Action which becomes re- 
2 /igions by its being done in Compliance with 
a proper Authority, is irreligious and wicked if 
done in Compliance with any human Injync- 
tion; for that is not a proper Authority to 
make any indifferent Action neceſſary to an Act 
. Devot ion, becauſe in an At of Devot iiaꝝ 1s 
recogniz d only one Head and one Law- 
giver, Jeſus —_ 0 
Thus much has been thought neceſſary to 
ſay, as to the U/age of the Church of England, 
in the Celebration of the Sacrament, becauſe 
ſo much of the Nicety of your Diſtinct ions 
turns thereupan : for if it appears that the 
g Sacrament' is a poſit ive Iuſtuution, from rhe 
Nature of which nothing can be added or 
taken away by a human Authority, Without 
a manifeſt Rebellion and Uſurpation in Chriſts 
Kingdom, all your fine-ſpun Evaſions come 
to nothing. And whether it does ſo or not, 
all muſt be left co judge ſor them ſplves, upen 
Peruſal and Reflection on ſuch chings as are 


neceſ- 
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neceſſary thereunto. And this likewiſe has 
ſomewhat the more been urged, becauſe you 


have been pleaſed to declare your ſelf, That 


if the Statutes, requiring the Sacramental Teſt, 


have added to, or taken away from, the Inſtitut ion 


of Chriſt, they are certainly unlawful. | 
Many Objections you are ſo well aware of 


to your Vindication in this reſpect, which how- 


well you have anſwer'd, will' more properly 
be left to others to take notice of, whom this 
Controverſy more nearly concerns by Pre- 


ingagements therein: but how ſoever you may - |? 


reſolve the Guilt of the Sacrament's hereby 
being frequently anworthily received, upon the 


Conſcience of the Communicant; yet it remains 
further upon you to juſtify the poſing ſuch: 


Terms at the Celebration of a poſitive Inſtitu- 
tion, were any juſtifiable, as manifeſtly ex- 


clude no Proteſtant Chriſtians, but upon Scru- 


ple of Conſcience and Principle, and will let in 
any Profligate or Debauchee, not only without 
Works ſuitable to ſuch an Admifhon, but 
without Faith in the Author of the Inſtitu- 
tion. 1417 211 


— 
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of Jeſus Chriſt to be _ adminiſter'd a- 
mongſt ſuch as are not in the National Com- 


munion; how then can it be anſwer'd for 


making an indifferent Action a Term of Com- 
munion, with which many thouſands, ac- 


knowledg'd to be of the ſame Faith, cannot 
comply, as thinking it not agreeable: td the 


Nature 


ADAc 2 2 


In many places you allow the Sacrament 
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Nature of the Inſtitution; and who muſt 
therefore be excluded from that Ordinance, 
which was left for the main Support of Chriſ 
tias Unity and the common Intereſt of our Re- 
ligion? And more eſpecially too, how will 
ſuch a Conduct be juſtify'd, when thoſe who 
ſtand excluded upon this foot, are not only of 
the ſame Faith, but alſo of unexceptionable 
Lives, in all reſpe&s conforming to the Com- 
mands both of Natural and Reveald Religion; 
when at the ſame time likewiſe are ſeen 
Crouds of Communicants, who are not only 
a Reproack-to the Ordinance, but to the very 
Chriſtian Name? 

And when you are likewiſe pleaſed to 
own, That many who receive upon account of 
Offices, do it in a very indecent manner, and come 
very ill prepared to ſo ſolemn a part of Religious 
Worſhip ; and pudet hes Opprobria is your own 
Expreſſion : how can your Application and 


8 Zeal extend ſo far in juſtification of ſuch 
Lams, as not only give occaſion for a frequent 
It gp : 
5 Repetition of ſuch Wickedneſſes, but almoſt 
5 make them inevitable? For whether you are 
1 in the right or not, about the Miniſter's 
2 Power in refuſing the Sacrament to ſuch, be- 
4 longs more nearly to others of your Oppo- 
# nents to look after : but by your Interpoſition 
8 with the Rabricks and Canon-Laws, and Con- 


ſtruction thereupon of the Right of the Church 
and Eccleſiaſtical Courts to determine in ſuch 
matters, (without going ſo much by far to 

the 


024 q 
the Extent of that Liberty, which Chriſtian 
Charity and Good-Manners circumſcribe us 
in, as you frequently do with your Adverſa- 4 
Ties) may be ſuſpected a true Sample of that 
Authority and Dominion, which many en- 
gaged on your ſide the Queſtion fo apparently © 
thirſt after, and contend for. For if once itt 
can be brought to this, for a Sacrament to 
be a Teſt o Qualification to Cui Employs, 4 
and the Clergy of any particular Community 
inveſted with a Power to judge of, and ac- 7 
cordingly admit or (exclude Perſons offering 
thetnſelves to that Teſt; the Gill Power, or 
the Crown its Head, may chufe what Servants ® 
it pleaſes, but the Church will then have it 
in her, to let which ſhe pleaſes into that Ser- 
vice. A Conſequence that dare not be 
own'd, though chargeable upon ſuch Princi- 
ples and Practices with much more juſtice, | 
than many which are without [reſerve impu- ® 
ted to the other 'ſide, | = 
But this Imputation ſhall not be urged any 
further upon ſuch a Plea; and it is preſsd 
upon you only to conſider, with regard to 
the Honour of the Chriſtian Name, what an 
Impreſſion would it make upon a Mabometan, 
a Pagan, an Atheiſt, or any other By-ſtander, 
(whoſe Salvation, and Converſion to a Belief 
in Chriſt, every Proteſtant cannot but have 
at heart) to be witneſs to this amongſt us; 
A Community profeſſing Faith in Chriſt, 
put ſuant to his poſit ive Inſtitution, wy = 1 
tne 


o 
oy © 
_ 


7 

x 
= * » 
£4 


(25) 


the Sacrament of the Euchariſt; and, beyond 
what is expreſs in the Command, on pre- 
tence of Decency, make it neceſſary there- 
unto, that every Communicant ſhould com- 
ply with ſome indifferent Action, as Kyeeling, 
for inſtance. With this many eomply without 
heſitation ; but others of the ſame Faith ob- 
ject againſt that Circumſtance, as not being 
made a zeceſſary Condition by the Inſtitutor ; 
and therefore they are not admitted into ſuch 
Communion. Whereupon they are obliged 
to live in neglect of that Ordinance, unleſs 
ſuch communicate with each other in a man- 
ner they judge more agreeable to the Nature 
of the Inſtitution : but then the former being 
of the ſtronger part, and grafted into the Ci- 
vil Conſtitution by human Laws, fo as to be 
denominated a Narional Church, they not onl 
ceaſe ro make their Chriſtian Brethren eafy 
in this reſpeQ, by relaxing the Impoſition, or 
reaſoning them into it; but intrude into a 
ſole Right and Qualification to ſerve the Pub- 
lick in Civil Employs: and ſo make ſuch Im- 
polition, altogether of human Contrivance 
and Authority, not only the Occaſion of a 
great Rent or Schiſm in Chriſt's Church, but alſo 
a great Detriment to the State, as we ſhall 
preſently come to prove. 

Pray Mr. Dean, I fay, in this Caſe what 
can be imagined the By- ſtander muſt judge as 
to the Honour of our Religion, and the Sin- 
cerity of its Profeſſors? Turn the , 
Faun D 9 
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and make your ſelf this indifferent Spectator 
upon the Conduct of Muſſulmen, for inſtance ; 


would not you preſently determine, that the 


Adders to, or Menders, or Changers, or what 
you pleaſe to call them, of the poſitive 
Laws of Mahomet, who ſhould make ſuch uſe 
of their own Addition, were ated much 
more by ſecular Views, than any true Zeal 


for the Intereſt of their Religion, and the 


Honour of their Prophet ; and judge the Par- 
ty thus impoſed upon, to be the moft ſincere 
and moſt conſcientious Believers'in Mahomet ? 
But when you ſhall obferve further likewiſe, 
that this additional Clauſe is alfo made a Te# 
of Qualification to ſerve their Sultan, would 
it not greatly ſtrengthen ſuch an Imputa- 
tion ; efpecially, when the Confequence ſhews 
you, that it excludes from the Service of 


their Prince and Country, the moſt faithful 


Mahomet ans, and frequently lets into Places 
of great Truſt in the State, Perſons of looſe 
debauched Principles, who have neither Faith 
in Mahomet's, or any other Religion? What 
would be your Sentiments, Sir, in this Caſe ? 
Bur if the Juggle too goes on fo far, as to 
make this very Impoſition, and its Conſe- 
quences, of excluding the moſt fincere Maho- 
metans, and letting into the Service of the 
State, Perfons under no Obligarions of Prin- 
ciple ; to make this, T fay, a Pretence of a 
better Security to their common Religion, 
by having that Power better ſerv'd, which is 
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its Defence: would you not judge the Impo- 
ſers both great Offenders againſt their Pro- 
phet, and alſo very unworthy Subjects of the 
State, for poſt poning both the Religion and 
Intereſt of their Country to private Views, 
and thereby engroſſing a Power into a par- 
ticular Community, that is neither their due 


5 by the Laws of God or Man? 


— Mutato nomine, de te 
Fabula nar ratur. 


But where muſt the Surprize end of an 
impartial Looker- on, to ſee an abſolute In- 
junction of an indifferent Circumſtance in a 
divine Ordinance ſo impoſed, that all who 
comply not therewith muſt be excluded Chriſ- 
tian Communion, unleſs in Diſſenſion and 
Separation from the main Body of Chriſtians 
who call themſelves the eſtabliſh'd Church? 
A great part of Complaint, amongſt the Re- 


form d, againſt the Church of Rome, has been 


for the very ſame Practices. What Diſputes 
have there been with chem upon this very 
head? And therein does the Church of Eng- 
land defend her Diſſenſion, and excuſe her 
ſelf from the Impucation of Schiſm upon the 
very ſame Principles and Arguments, as all 
Proteſtant Diſſenters now do for their Non- 


compliance with the Uſage of the National 


Charch, in receiving the holy Sacrament. 
Things indifferent in themſelves, there are 
| oo D 2 e none 
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none ſo weak as to make any Scruples about ; 
but it is the impoſing them by an improper 
Authority, and thereby giving them a Force 
equal to that of a divine Precept, which offends 
and drives into Separation many conſiderate 
ſincere Chriſtians. It is not doing any ſuch 
particular Action, that is ſtuck at, but it is 
doing it in obedience to a human Authority, 
conjointly with other ſuch indifferent Act ions, 
the Compliance with which becomes an Act 
of Devotion, becauſe it is profeſſedly in teſti- 
mony and acknowledgment of an Authority 
from Heaven. So that the Offence lies ſolely 
in binding upon a Communicant an Act of 
Homage to a human Power, in conjunction 
with an Act of the higheſt Devotion to his 
Saviour: and, Mr. Dean, if that is not ſin- 
ning againſt God, in a very aggravating 
manner, I fear we ſhall be at a loſs, not only 
how to meaſure the Boundaries, and diſtin- 
guiſh between Obedience and Diſobedience 
to a divine Authority, but to juſtify a Diſſen- 
ſion from the Church of Rome, or any other 
Church whatſoever, upon the like account; 
for if the leaſt tittle of a human Power is 
once allow'd for ſuch Impoſition, the ſame 


Principles will juſtify all che Pageantry of 


that Church, from which the Proteſtant 
World is now in diſſenſion. | 1 

If thus much may give Uneaſineſs to you 
or any other Perſon, greatly zealous for the 
Power of the Church in eſtabliſhing ſuch 
| Uſe age ; 
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Dſige; it is hoped to meet with Excuſe, when 

vou or they ſhall conſider how great ſtreſs 
1 lus been laid upon this Diſtinction in your 
8 Yindication. For to evade my Lord of Ban- 
2X 2or's Charge of Proſtitution of a divine Or- 
dinance, you artfully ſtrip the Ordinance from 
the Ceremony of Compliance therewith : and 
to fave the Honour of that from ſuch a 
Charge, you lay all upon the human Cerema- 
n, i. e. receiving it according to the Uſage f the 
Church of England. And therefore if the 
Church 1s attack'd afreſh from this Quarter, 
ſhe may lay the Conſequences upon ſo fierce 
an Advocate, who rather than own one Miſ- 
take, will run into many more in its Vindi- 
cation. 

However, ſuppoſe it to be given up to 
you, that this particular V/age may be im- 
poſed by a human Authority, there is a great 
deal yet remains to prove this a proper Teſt 
of Qualification to ſerve the State. Previous 
to this, you think to make advantage of 
ſome Explanations of natural Right; as, A 
X < Submiſhon of private Rights to the Pub- 
lick, is the fundamental Article of Govern- 

ment; and therefore no Subject has a Right 
* to defend even his Life or Property as he 
* thinks fit, but muſt go in the Method pre- 
* ſcribed or permitted by the Law.“ And a 
little after, There is not, I preſume, a 
2X © ſtronger natural Right, than the Right to 
Food and Raiment; this is founded in the 
1 common 
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c common Neceſſity of Nature; and 'tis not 
to be thought, that God ſent Men into the 
World merely to ſtarve, without giving 
them a Right to uſe in common ſo much of 
it as their Neceſſitzes require. But now we 
* ſee that this Right is limited and reftrained by 
all Goveraments in the World; Property is 
« ſecured every where by human Laws, and 
* a very unequal Diviſion of the Good Things 
© of Life is introduced; the far greater part 
* of Mankind live upon their Labour, or by 
© Charity.” And hence you argue, But let 
* the Reader take notice, that the Argument 
© againſt the Sacraments! Ten, drawn from 
* the Right of all Saljects to a Capacity of 
© holding Offices of Power and Tra, is an 
Argument againſt this Teſt, conſider'd as a 
© Limitation of that Right ; and it is founded 
in this, or in nothing, that a ſuch Limita- 
tions are unlawful : For if af are not un- 
© lawful, perhaps this may not be unlawful ; 
and conlequently no Argument can lie a- 
« gainſt it, conſider d merely as ſuch a Limi- 
© tation.” | | | 

What you go on further to ſay, in defence 
of ſome particular Limitations of. natural 
Right, and your fancy'd Flouriſhes upon your 
Adyerſary, is not properly my buſineſs, nor 
have I leiſure here to take notice of. But 
thus much is to my purpoſe to obſerve, that 
you very artfully draw the Reader from the 
true State of the Queſtion, and then run him 
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out of breath in a falſe Scent of the thing in 
fuit : for che Buſineſs contended for, is not 
whether a Perſon has a natural Right to an 
Office, becauſe that Office has annex'd to it 
fuch a Salary ; bur whether every Member of 
a Civil Community has not a natural Right 
to ſerve in all thofe Poſts, the due Diſcharge 
of which is neceſſary to the publick Welfare. 
As you are pleaſed indeed to run away with 
the Queſtion, it may be granted to you with- 
out any danger to Truth, or the Intereſt here 
contended for, that every Community may 
enjoin fuch Limitations of Qualification, as 
may exclude the Services of many : but good 
Mr. Dean, we do not plead for a natural 
Right to the Perquiſites and Salaries of an 
Office; but for ſuch a natural Right in every 
Member, to add to the Strength and Secu- 
rity of the Publick, by his own perſonal Abi- 
littes, be they what they will, either in a 
Pott of Truſt or Command, or in a private 
Character. 
And this Right, Sir, we plead for, becauſe 
it is inſeparable from that fundamental one of 
Self. Preſervation, and directly flows from it; 
which 1s not capable of any Limitation hat- 
ſoever. A Te# therefore may be juſtifiable to 
keep Malecontents and prejudiced Perſons out 
of rhe publick Service, let the accidental Diſ- 
advantages from the want of Salary for ſuch 
Service be what they will; but no Te can 
be warranted, that diſqualiſies a good oy 
8 ect, 
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jet, without a high Infringement of that 
natural Right of Self. preſer vation, becauſe the 
Intereſt of the whole is the Intereſt of every 
Individual; and therefore ſo much is the 
private Safety and Welfare of an Individual 
diminiſhed by Civil Diſqualification, as it 
bears proportion to the Safety and Welfare 
of the whole. | 

Every Man has a natural Right to preſerve 
himſelf, and defend all he is legally poſſeſſed 


of; and no Power can ſet a reſtraint upon it, 


but ſuch as regards the publick Safety, which 
next to perſonal Power, is the chief Security 
of ſuch Poſſeſſions: And to limit an Indivi- 
dual from his ſhare of Service to the Publick, 


is withdrawing ſo much from his natural Right 
to Self-preſervation, as his private Poſſeſſions 


and Security are in proportion to the Publick 
Good and Security. Therefore every Teſt, 
which weakens the Whole, weakens every Part 
of that Whole; and becauſe the Teſt you plead 
for, leſſens the Number of Hands to defend 
the Publick Safety, it diminiſhes the Secu- 


Tity every one before was poſſeſſed of in him- 


ſelt, and limits the natural, Endeavours and 
Capacities of Se, Preſervatiun, and Defence. 

- The Value of every Good in Poſſeſſion, is ve- 
ry much determined by its Security ; for how 
great ſoever it is in itſelf, yet its Precariouſneſs 
much diminiſhes the Value; and all Addition 


to its Security, is an Addition to its Value. 


Whatſoever then is made a meaſure of Quali- 
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fication to ſerve the Publick, does more or leſs 
ſecure the Publick Good, as it adds to or leſ- 
ſens the Publick Strength; and the publick 
Strength is always in proportion to the num- 
be boots. (their Abilities ſuppoſed 
equal:) whateyer therefore leſſens the publick 
Strength, weakens the Security every Man 
has for his Poſſeſſions, and conſequently leſ- 
ſens the Value of thoſe Poſſeſſions: And there- 
fore every Teſt of Civil Qualification, that 
diminiſhes the Number of Civil Members, 
diminiſhes the Strength of the Publick ; and 
becauſe the Diminution of ſuch Strength, is 
a Diminution of the Security every Indivi- 
dual has for his Poſſeſſions, every ſuch Te 
is a Violation of the fundamental Law of 
Nature. 


For theſe Reaſons (which, without ex- 
ceed ing the Bounds I firſt allotted my ſelf, I 
am forced to be ſhort in) it is preſumed, the 
whole of your fine-ſpun Diſtinctions about 
natural Right, will avail nothing to your pur- 
poſe ; becauſe they place a na]! Right in 
what, it belongs not to: for wEContend not 
for the Profits of a Civil Employ, but for the 
Liberty of every Subje& to contribute his 
got to all publick Exigencies and Occaſions 
of State, in order to ſecure the” publick Wel- 
fare, and the private Good of every Indivi- 
dual concerned therein. 


(340 
But then the Controveily will lie here, 


Whether the Perſons diſqualified by the Te- 
Act, are diſaffected Perſons or not; for till 
the foregoing Confiderations are made appear 
to have no Weight, I ſhall” preſume it as 
granted, that to % ali) any others, is in- 
curring the Tnconyentencies above - mention'd. 


By the Tee- Act then, all conſcientious Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters are excluded from the pub- 
lick Service: 1 fay conſcientious Piſſenters, be- 
cauſe it is no Bar to Proſligates, nor HMpocrites, 
eſpecially thoſe of the Romiſb Church, who 
can have a Difpenſation for ſuch Colluſions 
and Crafts when their Intereſt calls for it: And 
for the Diſſenters being ſo excluded, you think 
it ſufficient to urge the Confuſions of the 
State in Charles the Firft's Reign, and charge 
it upon them ; and therefore juſtify the Con- 
duct of the Legiſlature, in l it out of 
their power of doing ſo again, by diſqualify- 
ing chem from public Employs. Se 


This Exgim has been frequently drawn out 
upon the Hiſſenters; but how ju ly, 'Tappeal 
to your ſelf, and to all the World, for what 
purpoſe, When it is but reflected how they 
have behaved ever fince thoſę unhappy 
'Fimes. Beſides, the whole of thoſe Mizför- 
tunes are not chargeable upon them alone; 
— 2 9 for 
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for you are pleated to allow, in your Vindic a- 
tion, that they firlt roſe out of Contention about 
Civil Right, and a greater Claim of Power in 
the Crown, than was judged conſiſtent with the 
Laws, and the common Security of the King- 
dom. And when a great deal of ill Blood 
therefore was propagated in ſuch Struggles 
and Jealouſies, the Diiſenters are not to bear 
ſolely the Blame of the Conſequences ; and it 
is well known, what other Inſtruments were 
employed, not only amongſt injured Subjects 
in the National Eſtabliſhment, but even 
from our common Enetny ; and that Rome 

herſelf had a cunning 9 in that fa- 
tal Strife. 


Io continue therefore arguing, that the 
Diſſenters are not to be IT now 1n the 
State, is every wit as unjuſt, as to argue to 
the Prejudice of the National Church, and call 
upon the Legiſlature to ſecure them, becauſe 
a late Rebellion againſt the State was carried 
on under that Outcry, and the Charch was in 
Arms againſt the Crown: for all that can be 
{aid to remove this Odium from the Church, is, 
that ſuch a Pretence was only made a Covert 
to the wicked Deſigns of ſuch as were not of 
it, or Friends thereunto; and may alſo be as juſt- 
ly pleaded in behalf of the Diſſenters, the weal: 
and unthinking Part of whom only were ſpi- 
rited up by a few deſigning Knaves, molt of 
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whom were not only avow'd Enemies to the 
Laws, but to the Religion of our Country. 


But to paſs by this long continued invidi- 
ous Imputation againſt the Diſſenters, from 
the Troubles of thoſe Times: upon what foot 
can it be pretended, that they are now diſ- 
affected Perſons to the preſent Government? 
Why truly, with as much Evaſion and Arti- 
fice as uſual, you throw a Diſguiſe over the 
Matter, and argue, That the Diſſenters are 
Enemies to the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of the 
Realm; and therefore not to be truſted by 
the State: The Injuſtice of which, I think, 
may be made appear by proving, ; 


1, That the State does not depend upon the Church, 
but the Church upon the State. For in the ſenſe 
of the Word Church here, cannot be underſtood 
Articles of Faith, and the Eſſentials of Religion, 
becauſe they are the ſame amongſt the Diſſen- 
ters, as amongſt thoſe of the National Com- 
munion; but there, are meant only ſuch Cere- 
monies, and Circumſtances of Worſhip, as the 
Church enjoins upon her Communicants, 
(which the Diſſenters do not comply with;) 
and the Laws, which ſecure to them certain 
Benefits and Privileges. The Charch thus 
conſtituted, and conſidered, is a perfect Crea- 
ture of the State, and has its Dependance 
upon it. Such Subjects therefore of the 
0 . lamp 
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ſame Faith, but tolerated to worſhip in ano- 
ther manner, may be as faithful Servants to 
the State, as thoſe within the Eculeſieſtical 
Eſtabliſhment , becauſe not only the Secu- 
rity of their temporal Good, but that too of 
their Religion, depends upon the Pablick 
Safety. 22 191091 


And here, Sir, you muſt excuſe my Aſto: 
niſhment, that one of your Largeneſs of 
Mind, and generous Knowledge, ſhould, for 
the ſake of a Controverſy, ſo palpably go 
into the popular Error, of dividing the Sub- 
jects of this Kingdom into different Religions, 
that are firmly of the ſame Faith and the ſame 
Hope, and in every reſpect agreeing in thoſe 
Fundamentals, that denominate a Perſon ta 
be a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant, It is no won- 
der that the Narrowneſs, and mean Artgfices, 
of Zealots and Party-Engines ſhould fall into 
ſuch Notions, and promote them with Vio- 
lence, and even Outrage; but it is ſtrange, 
that a Miniſter of great Character and Sta- 


tion in the Church of Chriſt, ſhould uſe en- 


deavours for the promotion and continuance 
of ſuch fatal Diltinctions, not only to the 
mn ſhame and ſcandal of the Chriſtian 
Name, but to the weakening the Civil In- 
teret of our Country. Narrow #5 the Way in- 
deed, if none find it, but in Communion with 
a particular Church; even the Church of Eng- 
land 2. Ihe 
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2. The Diſſenters, as Subjetts, are for their 
own ſakes obliged to- be faithful to the Govern- 
ment, and concur in every thing for promoting the 


publiet Good, How much therefore the Church 


is of any ſervice to the State, fo far is a Diſ- 
ſenter by Intereſt obliged in its defence ; be- 
cauſe his private Good ſuffers ſo much in pro- 
portion to the State, when that ſuffers, as his 


private Concerns are in proportion to thoſe of 


the pablick. But what is the Grutch and 
Clamour againſt the Diſſenters? why, they 
will not come into a few indifferent Cere- 
monies, and the Pretences to a Power that 
is derogatory to the Authority of Christ. 
For let them be ever fo good Subjects, and 
ever ſo good Chriſtians, yet without ſuch Com- 
pliance, they are treated as Enemies both to 
Religion and their Country. And thus under 
the Appellation of a Charch, becauſe it is. ho- 
nour d by the State with ſome particular Im- 
munities, is it reaſonable to arrogate the 
Power of that State, which gave her- her 
very B:ing, and make, what ſhe thinks fit to 
call Pales, a bar toa great part. of the King's 
Subjects from ſerving their Country? And 
is it reaſonable that hereby ſhould be deter- 
mined the Affections of any to the publick 
Proſperity, and a Teit of Qualification fer upon 
them, for the ſake of humouring Encroach- 
ments in a Party, who becauſe they 1 
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{ucceeded ſo far in limiting the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, are reſtleſs alſo to lay the ſame Fetter: 
upon the Civil Power, by excluding many of 
its woſt faithful Members from the paublick Sera 


wice ? ; 


But yet to come nearer the thing in 
diſpute, as it regards the Good of the State, 
and bring it to a point; laying aſide all the 
former Confiderations, the Corporation and 
Teft- Acts are ſo far from bug any Addition 
to the Security of the Publick, that they 
very much weaken it. For becauſe a Sub- 
je& cannot ſerve his Country without a Com- 
plia nce to what in Conſcience he judges cri- 
minal, thoſe who are excluded hereby are 
Men of Principle, and for that reaſon moſt 
Hkely to be faithful in all Engagements and 
Undertakings. And this is the Caſe of ma- 
ny thouſands. But thoſe who have 20 Prin- 
ciple, who have no regard to the Obliga- 
tions of Religion, can comply herewith ;' and 
for the ſake of Advantages — there- 
from, are-daily feen to do ſo: and likewiſe 
many who are Enemies both to our Religion 
and to our Cowntry,' as thoſe of the Romiſp 
Church, are frequently let into the Pablick 
Traſt. So that the moſt natural Conſe- 
Janes, of what you are ſo- warmly pleading 

„is, excluding from Offices, of importance 
to the general Good, ſuch as are 3 = 
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(40) 
Obligations of Principle and Religion, to be 
faithfal therein; and letting ſuch into thoſe 
Offices, that have no Principle at all, or are of 
a Religion that diſpenſes with all Obligations 
for their own Intereſt. . $9 


: | You are. pleaſed to obſerve your ſelf, That 
i the Reaſon Mr. Locke gives, as you remem- 
ber, for not tolerating Atheiſts in Civil 
* Societies, is this; That Atheiſts having no 
Religion, cannot give the Security for per- 
forming of Contracts, upon which all So- 
© cieties are founded : and if a Man's Pro- 
miſe cannot be taken but upon the Prin- 
* Ciples of Religion, much leſs can his Oath. 
How then can an Emgliſh Proteſtam, and a 
Miniſter in Chriſt's Charch, plead for a Limi- 
tation of Qualification to ferve the Govern- 
ment, that keeps out only Perſons of Prin- 
ciple, that are able to give Security for their 
Fidelity ; and lets ſuch, into Employ, who 
are of zo Principle, and can give no ſuch Se- 
curity? For what you urge there in relation 
to an Oath, binds. much more ſtrongly in 
regard to the Sacrament. For the fame rea- 
ſon. therefore that you cite That, for,exclu- 
ding ſuch. out of Civil Society, as an Oath 
has no Obligation upon, it is urged upon 
you to reconſider, why they ought: not much 
more to be kept out of the publick Truſt, 
whom the holy Sacrament cannot influence F 
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and why they ought not much more to be let 
into their room, who can give ſo ſolemn a 


Security of their Fidelity to a Chriſtian Go- 


vernment, and good Affection to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, by receiving the holy Sa- 
crament, in publick Communion, with his 
Fellow-Chriſtians, in a manner he conceives 
moſt agreeable to the Will of the Inſti- 
tutor. 


I might, Sir, go on to many other Re- 
marks upon the Injuſtice of making an arbi- 
trary Ceremony, in a particular Charch, a Teſt 
of Civil Qualification, as well as upon the 
Wickedneſs of making it a Term, or neceſſary 
Condition, of Religious Communion : but 1 
am afraid of having ſaid too much already, 
to one, who I find juſt now, (by an Anſwer 
of his Lordſhip of Bangor to a Calumny at 
the Cloſe. of your Vindication) to be very 
little likely to feel the Influence of Religious, 
or truly Political Regards; who, in the Heat of 
Reſentment, has broke in upon the Bounda- 
ries of Humanity and common Juftice. Had 


not therefore the uſyal Precipitancy of things 


of this kind carry*d this through the Preſs 
too far to be recall'd, you ſhould not have 
been troubled with a particular Addreſs. 
But before you venture any thing again into- 
the Publick upon this Controverſy, oor 
F oneſt 
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honeſt Man expects from you an Acknow- 
ledgment of ſo grievous an Injury, and in- 


4 ſiſts upon your doing Juſtice in a point of 
MM common Honeſty, before you draw your Pen 
1 again in the Cauſe of Relig ion. 


I am, Sir, &c. 


